
 
WFDSS GAE October 2021 Call Agenda  
 
Call Number: The number has changed- register for the webinar, the phone number will be included in 
the invite 
Webinar Link: Register for the webinar series to receive a calendar invite for all the quarterly 
calls. https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8163448738341250060   

Call purpose: 
To share information between and among the GAEs and the RDA to promote coordination and 
information exchange to and from users. 

Roll Call: 
BIA  BLM  FS  

☐Shawn Kelley, EA  ☐Raechel Owens, GB  ☐Bobbette Rowe, AK  
☐John Mosley, ON, OS  ☐Casey Boesflug, AK  ☒Raymond Parrish, EA  
☐Kim Kelly, NW, GB  ☐Chris Moore, AK  ☒ Dana Harris (detailed), GB  
☐Richard Gustafson, RM, SW  ☒Dylan Rader, GB (detail)  ☐ 
☐Brian Tonihka, RM, SW  ☒Andy Delmas, GB  ☒Bill Gardunio (inter-agency), ON, 

OS   
☐Bill Grauel, National  ☐James Newman, ON, OS  ☐Patrick Doyle, ON, OS  
☒Reeve Armstrong, National  ☐Karly DeMars, NR  ☐Randy Striplin, ON, OS  
☐Paul Ryan, SA, EA  ☒Gwenan Poirier, RM  ☐DeeDee Cherry, ON, OS  
☒Tom St. Clair, AK  

  
☒Richard Sinkovitz ☐Chad Pickering, NR   

☐ Lawrence Thompson, RM, NR 
(detailer through August) 
  

 ☒Scott Linn,ON, OS  

NPS  ☒Rance Marquez, SW  ☐Kristen Sanders, NR  
☒Brian Sorbel, AK  ☐Dianna Sampson, area None  ☒ Ian Rickert (BLM OR/WA), NW 
☐Jennifer Barnes, AK  ☐Justin Boeck (non-GAE)  ☐David Quisenberry, SA  
☐Jennifer Anderson, ON, OS, NW, GB    ☐Katie Hetts (BLM OR/WA), NW  
☒Eamon Engber (detailed) GB, OS, 
ON, NW 

FWS  ☒Ben Curtis (BLM OR/WA), NW  

☐Dan Warthin, NR, RM, GB, SW, SA  ☐Lisa Saperstein, AK  ☒Mark Nelson, RM  
☐Jason Loomis, ON, OS, NW, GB  ☒Peter Butteri, AK  ☒Cary Newman, RM  
☒Nathan Williamson, NR, RM, GB, 
SW, SA  

☐Peter Kelly, ON, OS, NW, GB  ☒Sarah Synoweic, RM  

☒Cody Wienk, NR, RM, EA, SA  ☐James Roberts, ON, OS, NW, GB  ☐Alison Richards, RM  
☒Windy Bunn, NR, RM, GB, SW, SA  ☒Tate Fischer, RM, NR, GB ☐Harold Riggs, SW  
☒Missy Forder, National  ☐Josh O’Connor, ON, OS, NW, GB  ☒Abie Carabjal, SW  
☐Travis Neppl, SA  

  
☐Jon Wallace, SA  ☒Allan Hepworth, SA  

☐Calvin Farris, ON, OS, NW, GB  
  

☐Kevin Conn (non GAE)  
 

☐Andrew Ruth, EA, SA  
  

☐Thad Herzberger, SW, SA  
  

☐Chuck McHugh, area None  

☒ Diane Abendroth (detailed), NR, RM, 
GB, SW, SA 

☐ Jennifer Hinckley, ON, OS, GB ☐Mark Cahur, AK  
 

 ☐ Casey Teske (non GAE) ☒Chris Waverek, ON, OS  
 ☐ Chris Mursu, EA ☐Kristen Allison, ON, OS  

State, County    ☐Clint Cross, area None  
☐Kathryn Pyne, AK  

  
  ☐Rick Stratton, area None  

☐Mike Butteri, AK  
  

  
 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8163448738341250060


☐Jeff Shelton, OCFA  
  

  
 

☐Rocco Snart, CO  
  

    

 
Note taker: TBD  

• Notes are posted here 

Attachments: none 

Agenda Items:  

General- Morgan Pence 
• Planned outages/reboots are posted to the GAE Calendar  

Emerging Issues- All Call Participants  

New GAE Welcome- Morgan and Rick 

• Scott Linn, FS for North and South Ops 
• Goodbye to Amy Zeigler, NPS 
• Diane Abendroth (NPS) has been covering this role as a detailer, she will retain the role at this 

time even though detail is complete 
• If you have GAE changes please let Rick and Morgan know- we adjust the roles in 

WFDSS, the mailing list, and the IIA helpdesk contact list. 

RDA Staffing- Morgan and Rick 

• Andrew Bailey has moved on ☹. We anticipate a detailer behind him soon. 
• A detailer behind Mitch Burgard is expected soon. 
• We are working on getting a detailer behind Diane Rau 
• Tami Parkinson is taking a detail to R1 FS, RDA working to advertise a detail behind her.  

 
WFDSS Quick Tip – Morgan and Rick 

• Periodic Assessments- what it takes to make them stop. 
o Periodic Assessments stop when an incident has an Out Date 
o Check if decision is not out for approval (locking it from receiving updates from 

IRWIN, including the out date). 
 If a decision is out for approval it has to be approved or rejected 

• If the plan is to reject and the approver is not available, an owner 
can and someone as a reviewer and the reviewer can reject it. 

o Incident needs to be marked “Out” which for most incidents comes from CAD, 
but can come from other sources including WFDSS. Note CAD has a higher ADS 
than WFDSS and can overwrite values entered by WFDSS. 

https://wfmrda.nwcg.gov/decision-support-toolbox/ga-editor-resources
https://outlook.office365.com/calendar/published/eeebcfbd2f6c40938f28415b5a43b82e@firenet.gov/079b994200ba4d40b058a2040e8d6e094113322650886419110/calendar.html


o If the incident is already in the fire reporting or the certified state then the Out 
Date will need to come from Informs.  

WFDSS O&M Status/Update – Morgan Pence and Rick Mowery 

• Our Project Manager is working with FAMIM to obtain Risk Based Decision 
documentation to support Classic WFDSS not taking on upgrades and 
infrastructure changes as the current plan is to sunset the application in approx. 1 year, 
and before fire season 2023.  

• As a result we are currently planning for a release November 10th that focuses on higher 
priority bugs that impacted front end users this fire season and some behind the scenes 
clean up items.   

• We are still working on loading AK landfire data, it is currently being reviewed in our 
lower environments.   

• We are tentatively planning to continue general bug fix releases through the 
winter/spring on an 8 week cycle.   
  

AA Information/Coordination: Tami Parkinson 

• None for this call 

Geospatial Data –  

• Refresh- we are using a BLM resource to assist in getting caught up on refresh plan from 
2021. Currently being worked is: USFS Trails, Fuel Treatments, campgrounds. Up next is: 
BLM buildings, Transmission lines, electric substations, and power plants  

• FMU/SO Update: There is one more chance to update yet this year. Data is due to your 
agency lead by 11/3, and will be available in WFDSS 11/17.    

• Rick Mowery and Morgan Pence are now the contacts for the agency GIS leads to send 
FMU/SO updates to. We have notified the agency GIS leads.     

• We will be working on the FMU/SO update schedule and Refresh Plan for 2022 soon.  
 

IRWIN Status – Morgan and Rick 

• Unknown yet what changes are coming in the next iteration of IRWIN. 



WFDSS Next Gen Update –Wes Hall 

• Currently Go live date is end of October 2022. Right now we are working on the 
map, search functions, and then Relative Risk and FSPro. Will continue work on 
spatial fire planning. We may not have Basic, STFB, NTFB in the initial release.  

• SO/FMU shapes/direction loaded to Classic WFDSS will be used as snap shot to 
preload the spatial fire planning service, ergo if you have units that have changes 
they want/need to make they should go ahead and do so, it will not be a waste of 
time to update them in Classic.  

• Next Gen will rely on services for many of the functions, for example most of the 
data layers will be pulled in through services which will ensure the data is pulled 
from the source and kept current to their efforts, and the models will also function as 
a service. 

• We have not begun to work out yet the transition details for how to manage 
incidents that overlap the transition timeframes.  

 

IFTDSS- Kim Ernstrom 

• FTEM Season is off and running - things are working smoothly so far.  Check out IFTDSS 
and the FTEM landing page after you log in  - https://iftdss.firenet.gov  if you need 
information about entering data or need to contact the Agency Administrators for 
access.  There is well documented Online Help if needed: About FTEM (firenet.gov) 

• IFTDSS Team working on a lot of backend development  - moving the application to a 
new Cloud Service  

• IFTDSS Team working on building online training modules in the NWCG Wildland Fire 
Learning Portal to be released this winter: "How to use IFTDSS for your Burn Plan"  

• IFTDSS Storymap coming soon! Highlighting primary functionality and some case studies 
on how the system is being utilized in the field across a variety of projects - NEPA, 
Treatment Prioritization, Burn plans.  

• If you or someone you know is having success using IFTDSS on local projects please 
reach out to Kim Ernstrom - we are always looking to hear from our users and want to 
know what is working and what is not!  kim_ernstrom@nps.gov 

Round Robin: 
Share coordination opportunities, anticipated fire activity and trainings, share feedback from WFDSS 
users, etc. 

• Alaska: nothing 
• Eastern: quiet 
• Great Basin: nothing 

• NorCal: Eamon replaced Amy who retired. NorthOps got good ran, SouthOps still have potential  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiftdss.firenet.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceb71a226b4cc4ea987e308d9925c1c5c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637701746583067146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JwZRywWTJUyQ7te16TxB5ijEsu9CBerXRQ%2BZrCIVZA0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiftdss.firenet.gov%2FfirenetHelp%2Fhelp%2FpageHelp%2Fcontent%2F10-ftem%2Fftemabout.htm&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceb71a226b4cc4ea987e308d9925c1c5c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637701746583067146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BV2yomeRbWFpLbfBwh%2BSGgMTWdjJEMKOHeInFfXepXg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kim_ernstrom@nps.gov


• SoCal: 
• Northern Rockies:  
• Northwest: PA assessment quick tip good 
• Rocky Mountain: PA assessment quick tip was good 
• Southwest: few fs units with updated forest plan will be submitting their spatial  
• Southern: fall risk assessment showing trending to above normal risk in TX/OK and eastern 

states elevated, anticipate busier than normal and will likely have drier winter which could bring 
earlier fire season.  

Next Call 
• January 20th, 2021- our ANNUAL AAR 
• Monthly emails will come out the third week of the month for November and December 

 
Main WFMRD&A contacts for WFDSS related items: 

• WFDSS Operations and Maintenance: Morgan Pence morgan.pence@usda.gov, Rick Mowery 
rick.mowery@usda.gov, 

• WFDSS Data:  Vacant. Interim contacts Morgan Pence and Rick Mowery 
• WFDSS Role Issues: Contact the On Call Coordinator: 208-387-5253 
• IRWIN WFDSS liaison: : Morgan Pence morgan.pence@usda.gov, Rick Mowery 

rick.mowery@usda.gov, 
• WFDSS Help Content and Training Resources and Helpdesk Liaison: Vacant. Interim contacts 

Morgan Pence and Rick Mowery 
• Active incident decision and analysis support: All NFDSC personnel, best to contact On Call 

Coordinator (208) 387-5253 
• IFTDSS: Caroline Noble and Kim Ernstrom, caroline_noble@firenet.gov, kim_ernstrom@nps.gov 
• GAE call management: Morgan Pence morgan.pence@usda.gov 
• When in doubt contact the On-Call Coordinator and they will route you: (208) 387-5253 

 

References 
Agency Administrator Toolbox: https://wfmrda.nwcg.gov/agency_admin_toolbox.php  

GAE Resources: https://wfmrda.nwcg.gov/wfdss-ga-editors.php  
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