
WFDSS GAE July 2023 Call Agenda  
 
Call Number: Microsoft Teams  
If you don’t have the TEAMS invite reach out to Morgan Pence, Rick Mowery, or TJ Boyer 

Call purpose: 
To share information between and among the GAEs and the RDA to promote coordination and 
information exchange to and from users. 

Roll Call: 
BIA   BLM   FS   

☒Shawn Kelley, EA   ☒Mark Williams, GB   ☐Bobbette Rowe, AK  

☐John Mosley, ON, OS   ☐Casey Boesflug, AK   ☐Raymond Parrish, EA   

☐Kim Kelly, NW, GB   ☒Dylan Rader, GB  ☒Matt Ginder, GB   

☐Richard Gustafson, RM, SW   ☐Jennifer Hrobak, AK  ☐Tonja Opperman, GB  

☐Cheryl Bright, National  ☐James Newman, ON, OS   ☐Bill Gardunio (inter-agency), ON, 
OS    

☐Valdis Neha, RM, SW  ☐Karly DeMars, NR   ☐Patrick Doyle, ON, OS   

☐Reeve Armstrong, National   ☒Gwenan Poirier, RM   ☐ Erin Noonan, NR  

☒ Tom St. Clair, AK   ☒ Robert Saavedra, SW  ☒ Eric Morgan, AK  

NPS   ☒Rance Marquez, SW   ☒Amy Russell, RM  

☒Brian Sorbel, AK   ☐Justin Boeck, National  ☐ Josh Warden, GB  

☒Jennifer Barnes, AK    ☒Jeremy Sisneros, GB  ☐Kristen Sanders, NR   

☐Jennifer Anderson, ON, OS, NW, GB   ☒ Barry Klecker, NW  ☒Ian Rickert (BLM OR/WA), NW, AK  

☐Eamon Engber, GB, OS, ON, NW  FWS   ☐ Trevor Miller (BLM OR/WA), NW, 
AK   

☐Patty Johnson, OS, ON, NW, GB   ☐Lisa Saperstein, AK   ☒ Ben Curtis (BLM OR/WA), NW, AK  

☐Nathan Williamson, NR, RM, GB, 
SW, SA   

☐Peter Butteri, AK   ☐Kip Van de Water (BLM OR/WA), 
NW, AK  

☐Cody Wienk, NR, RM, EA, SA   ☐James Roberts, ON, OS, NW, GB   ☐ Brian Maier (BLM OR/WA), NW, AK  

☐Windy Bunn, NR, RM, GB, SW, SA   ☒Tate Fischer, RM, NR, GB  ☒ Richard Sinkovitz, RM  

☒Missy Forder, National   ☒Josh O’Connor, ON, OS, NW, GB   ☐ Cary Newman, RM   

☒Travis Neppl, SA   
   

☐Jon Wallace, SA   ☒ Sarah Synoweic, RM   

☐Calvin Farris, ON, OS, NW, GB   
   

☐Kevin Conn (non GAE)   ☒ Alison Richards, RM   

☒ Diane Abendroth, NR, RM, GB, SW, 
SA  

☐ Thad Herzberger, SW, SA   
   

☐Francisco Salazar, SW  

 ☐ Chip Collins, SW, RM, SA, GB, NR   ☐Jennifer Hinckley, ON, OS, GB  ☐Abie Carabjal, SW   

☐ Christopher Moore, NW   ☐Casey Teske, National  ☒ David Quisenberry, SA   

☐ Casey O’connor, AK   ☐Chris Mursu, EA ☐Allan Hepworth, EA   

☒ Morgan Voss, RM, NR, EA, SA   ☐Michael Pagoaga, EA  ☒Chuck McHugh, area None   

State, County    ☒Andrew Bailey, National  ☒Wyatt Palin, ON, OS detailed  

☒Mike Butteri, AK   
   

  ☒ Daniel Michael, ON, OS (backup)  
  

☐Jeff Shelton, OCFA   
 

☒Joe Alyea, EA 

☒Rocco Snart, CO     ☒Kristen Allison, ON, OS   

BOR   ☐Clint Cross, area None   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YWFhYTgxOTQtOGQwNy00NWQ2LWE5NzEtZThkMjIwMWRlNjg1%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522ed5b36e7-01ee-4ebc-867e-e03cfa0d4697%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25221b57c472-9506-48a0-a49d-8c670cebc39c%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2346691bb4e14943c64008daee908f54%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638084601901875315%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pf8j1L%2Boy1EkZR7eMF23PyzbVGcZoCiL%2Fhjf3FEqnmg%3D&reserved=0


☐Laura Harger, National    ☒Jonathan Olsen, NR (primary)  

  ☐Rick Stratton, area None   

  ☐ Steve Teeter EA  

  ☒ Kevin Osborne ON, OS  

 

 

Note taker: TJ Boyer   Notes are posted here 

Attachments:  None 

Agenda Items 

Reminders/General Awareness:   

• Make sure that you and everyone who needs access to WFDSS have their information current in 
the application especially their email address. This is important for the transition to FAMAuth. 

Emerging Issues – All Call Participants 

• No emerging issues reported. 

New GAE Welcome – TJ Boyer 

• Welcome to Casey O’Connor, NPS AK 

• Welcome to Daniel Michael, USFS ON, OS 

• Welcome to Morgan Voss, NPS RM, NR, EA, SA 

• If you have GAE changes please let Morgan, Rick, and TJ know. We adjust the roles in WFDSS, 

the mailing list, and the IIA helpdesk contact list. 

RDA Staffing – TJ Boyer 

• Wendy Detwiler has joined the RD&A into the vice Reggie Goolsby position. She will be working 
with the IFTDSS team.  

• Permanent and 120 detail outreach for the Fire Application Specialist position (Vice Rick 
Mowery) was advertised.  

• Permanent job announcement for the Deputy Program Manager position (Vice Mark Hale) was 
advertised.  

• FTEM liaison position with RD&A has been outreached and closes by the end of July.  

• Jhen Wiliams and Tenaya Wood completed their detail with RD&A.  

• Jonah Vaughan is detailing in the vice Ben Butler position and will be working with the Data 
Team.  

• Ethan Winter is detailing with RD&A and will be working with Fire Modeling Services 
Framework. 

WFDSS Quick Tip – Morgan Pence 

• Demo on IRWIN Information box added to the Incident Information screen. This box contains 
the IRWIN GUID, and links to view the IRWIN JSON and a comparison table between WFDSS and 
IRWIN attributes. A Help icon is available. 

https://wfmrda.nwcg.gov/decision-support-toolbox/ga-editor-resources


• Reminder: GAEs need to switch GACCs in profile if locating a user that is not within GACC to add 
roles. Nextgen will allow users to be assigned to multiple GACCs. 

Classic WFDSS Updates – TJ Boyer and Morgan Pence 

• 7.2.1 is released and the 7.2.1 release notes are available and posted to the What’s New in 
WFDSS page and Hot Picks section of the WFDSS homepage. This released included 12 
fixes/improvements. 

• Highlights from this release includes: 
o A fix/improvement with FSPRO runs not getting picked up by the que due to a java 

error.  
o Addressed intermittent failures from Captcha when trying to retrieve username or reset 

forgotten password.  
o We included CIMT (Complex Incident Management Team) verbiage to the 

Organizational Assessment. 

• Work has started to change login method to FamAuth (Eauth for feds, login.gov for others). One 
important thing for the transition to FAMAuth is to make sure you and everyone who needs 
access to WFDSS have their information current in the application especially their email address. 

• The RD&A and WFDSS Dev team are supporting active incidents and have increased application 
support during this fire season. We have 2 personnel staffed from the RD&A that are on call 7 
days a week. 

Geospatial Data – Amanda Rumsey and Susan Mcclendon 

• The 2022 Interagency Wildfire Perimeter History layer is scheduled to become available by the 
end of Summer. Agencies that recognize WFIGS as an Authoritative source (NPS, BIA, BLM) can 
retrieve data from WFIGS - Wildland Fire Perimeters Full History. Other agency perimeter data 
will be derived from agency Authoritative services. 

• The 2022 historical wildfire perimeter agency layer are being prepared by the RD&A data team 
currently. 

• We anticipate having a static copy of the National PODs Feature Service (Internal) implemented 
in WFDSS by the end of July.  

• FMU V78 is available in WFDSS. V79 submissions are due to your Agency Leads by 9/6.   

• Other data layers that became available in WFDSS since June are NPS Buildings, Other 
Designated Areas, and National Recreation Areas.  

• Updated data layer for Sage Grouse is available in WFDSS. 
  

IRWIN Status – TJ Boyer 

• IRWIN V9 preparation and planning continues. 

• IRWIN monthly deployment of security patches and updates to IRWIN Production will occur 

August 1st from 7:00 AM ET to 8:00 AM ET. No outage will occur. 

WFDSS Next Gen Update  

• FAMAuth- Prepping for switchover in a couple weeks. Anticipate available by August 8 so GAEs 
stand by for instruction on how to access the application sometime in August. 

• Fully integrated with FEMS in FSPRO. 

• Working on input files for FSPRO. Should be ready by the end of August.  

• Decision and legacy data are left to complete.  

• Fireguard has been added to Nextgen WFDSS. 

https://wfdss.usgs.gov/wfdss_help/wfdss_news_721_release.html
https://wfdss.usgs.gov/wfdss/WFDSS_whats_new.shtml
https://wfdss.usgs.gov/wfdss/WFDSS_whats_new.shtml
https://wfdss.usgs.gov/wfdss/WFDSS_Home.shtml
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata-nifc.opendata.arcgis.com%2Fmaps%2Fwfigs-interagency-fire-perimeters&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6860bf4fbffc4cf7cffb08db6cd8c881%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638223451419155240%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pZCui4%2F1S%2Fsba68iuE03BsK1W2%2B8TAFdU7YHOO2SLXc%3D&reserved=0


• NextGen User Group and feedback sessions can be viewed at NextGen User Groups | Wildland 
Fire Application Information Portal (nwcg.gov). 

 

IFTDSS Updates  

• Patch was pushed to production last week. IFTDSS version updates in the last few months can 

be found on the Current Release Notes page of IFTDSS.  

• Highlights from this release included:  

o Made the “Save the shapefile to my workspace” option checked by default in the 

Upload Shapefile widget in Map Studio. 

o Added a "cancel" option to the Upload Shapefile widget in Map Studio. 

o Improved the resolution of Landscape Fire Behavior (Basic) Summary reports.  

o Added LANDFIRE version 2022 landscapes for Alaska. 

• Addressed couple glitches from the release that were mostly GIS related. Some issues included a 

conflict with summary reports that were being pushed within seconds of each other ending up 

sharing a folder. 

• Completed collaborative work with NAFRI detailers putting on workshops in R3 last week. 

Round Robin: 

Share coordination opportunities, anticipated fire activity and trainings, share feedback from WFDSS 
users, etc. 

• Alaska: Brian Sorbel, NPS- In the midst of a historically quiet Alaskan fire season. So far under 

2,000 acres statewide. To date only had 2 fires that had modeling going on in WFDSS and 

probably not many that are needed decisions. We are trying to evaluate a Canadian fire 

modeling system called Firecast. It's a geospatial deterministic and probability probabilistic 

system. It's being used extensively and many of the Canadian territories, but due to our quiet 

fire season, it's been a little hard to do evaluations of that and some maybe looking at some 

opportunities to look at historic fires. 

• Eastern: Joe Alysea, FS- Fire activity starting to slow down and go into our summer season. 

Weather patterns have changed. Went from about 7 forests of severity to 1 have had a very 

minimal large fire activity in the last three weeks. Looking to do a two day Fall WFDSS training 

for all of our line officers and fire practitioners. 

• Great Basin: Matt Ginder, FS- It’s been quiet so far this season up until about 2 days ago. We 

mobilized 2 teams. One to the Boise and one to the Salmon Challis. Continuing to see the 

increase in fire activity. We're not looking at bringing any additional decision support into the 

region currently, but that could change depending on how busy we get. 

• NorCal: Kevin Osborne, FS- Not a lot going on. Fuels are still relatively green. Our grass fires 

haven't risen to the level of needing any kind of WFDSS support. Keeping an eye on the Flat fire 

in Oregon. It could come into N. Ops and could influence with resources, but not likely to be a 

direct impact. Our new GAE Dan Michael has joined the call. 

• SoCal:  Kristen Allison, FS- Not much going on here. Went up to PL3 and came back down. We're 

still running above average in our fuel moisture, so activity is definitely picking up, but not a lot 

Fires are being picked up pretty quickly. 

• Northern Rockies: Jonathon Olsen, FS- Fire activity is beginning to increase, primarily in the 

northwestern portion of the geographic area, Northern Idaho and Northwest Montana. We 

have a few Type 3 incidents ongoing, have been going for a couple weeks now and conditions 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwfmrda.nwcg.gov%2Fnews%2Fnext-generation-wfdss&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce3a34fe027174304693808db87c57d94%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638253054508432741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=47nyb1P6rIcHltFKdwG%2F9fQYSPowexgdX1%2FjVSFQk%2Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwfmrda.nwcg.gov%2Fnews%2Fnext-generation-wfdss&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce3a34fe027174304693808db87c57d94%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638253054508432741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=47nyb1P6rIcHltFKdwG%2F9fQYSPowexgdX1%2FjVSFQk%2Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://iftdss.firenet.gov/landing_page/release-notes.html


are drying out and warming up rapidly. We anticipate activity to begin to increase over the next 

few days.Our indices are rapidly increasing and anticipate the majority of the region to be at or 

above the 90th percentile by early next week. No significant needs with WFDSS right now. No 

immediate plans for any decision support at the moment, but that could certainly change 

depending on the next week or so. 

• Northwest: Ian Rickert, FS- We're holding strong at a PL to right now. Flat fire is the only game 

in town. Although based on our indices and time of year we could have a pretty busy August. 

The only ingredient we need is lightning. Whenever that shows up in the forecast, I expect to be 

a pretty sizable bump in activity. No issues, no capacity needs to report.  

 

Barry Kleckler, BLM- Columbia basin grass fires on the east side of the state both Oregon and 

Washington. Pretty manageable level for the moment. 

• Rocky Mountain: Amy Russell, FS- We have some areas in the region at or above the 90th 

percentile and other areas that are still pretty green. So it just kind of depends where you are, 

whether it's critical fire danger levels are not our regional decision support group was pretty 

busy about three weeks ago when all three of our CIMTs were ordered within about 72 hours. 

Things have slowed down quite a bit since then. We have had a few type threes here and there, 

but not a lot of fire activity. There's still a lot of potential for large fire growth on the West slope 

of Colorado as well as southern Colorado, but like others have said, without the lightning, we're 

OK for now until the Lightning comes, then we could be in trouble. 

• Southwest: Richrd Sinkovitz, FS - We have had steady activity, been at PL3 and been publishing 

decisions every other day or so. Same with Analysis, we're probably going to be in this atypical 

monsoon season for the next couple of weeks. We're getting moisture. We're getting dry 

lightning, but it's accompanied with very high temperatures, so we're just sticking with a steady 

level of Type 3 incidents. Haven't had a type one or type two team deployment all season and it 

seems like our conditions are going to persist for the foreseeable future. Staying at a steady PL3 

and we have had some outside decision support assisting in the region, but we're pretty much 

just holding steady with a number of analysts that we've had. We had a couple of people kind 

of time out and be released and we're not adding any additional analysts to the decision 

Support center now. 

Rance Marquez, BLM- Same discussion as Forest Service. 

Zach Saavedra, BLM NM- Same discussion as Forest Service. 

• Southern: David Quisenberry, FS- Slow activity. Very wet, very low fire activity in the entire 

region except for Texas. Texas has been having quite a bit of initial attack and ordering 

resources in, but no need for decision support at this time. Looks like that the conditions will 

stay that way for a while. We are planning some WFDSS training similar to the Eastern region in 

the fall. 

Next Call: 
• Thursday, October 19th, 1300, Mountain Time. 

• Monthly emails will come out the third week of the month for August and September. 

 

Main WFMRD&A contacts for WFDSS related items: 

• WFDSS Operations and Maintenance: Morgan Pence morgan.pence@usda.gov, Rick Mowery 

rick.mowery@usda.gov ,TJ Boyer tederell.boyer@usda.gov  

mailto:morgan.pence@usda.gov
mailto:rick.mowery@usda.gov
mailto:tederell.boyer@usda.gov


• WFDSS Data:  Amanda Rumsey amanda_rumsey@NPS.gov 

• WFDSS Role Issues: Contact the On Call Coordinator: 208-387-5253 

• IRWIN WFDSS liaison: Morgan Pence morgan.pence@usda.gov, Rick Mowery 

rick.mowery@usda.gov, 

• Active incident decision and analysis support: All NFDSC personnel, best to contact On Call 

Coordinator (208) 387-5253 

• WFDSS NextGen Sam Amato and Wes Hall, sam.amato@usda.gov, Wesley.hall@usda.gov   

• IFTDSS: Bre Schueller and Kim Ernstrom, Brianna.schueller@usda.gov,  kim_ernstrom@nps.gov 

• GAE call management: Morgan Pence morgan.pence@usda.gov 

• When in doubt contact the On-Call Coordinator and they will route you: (208) 387-5253 
 

References 

Agency Administrator Toolbox: https://wfmrda.nwcg.gov/agency_admin_toolbox.php  

GAE Resources: https://wfmrda.nwcg.gov/wfdss-ga-editors.php  

LANDFIRE Data Alerts: LANDFIRE Program: Data Products - Alerts 
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